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                                                                                                                  21st August 2012

Dear Lion President,

Re: Lions Clubs International Foundation (LCIF) Measles Initiative
I refer to my letter sent out in the July District mailing regarding LCIF generally and would like to reiterate some of my comments on the ‘Measles Initiative’. This is a major humanitarian initiative involving our Foundation and will save the lives of huge numbers of children in Africa. 
There is a ‘measles pin’ to be available at a cost of 75 pence per pin and this can be ‘sold’ at a higher price to raise funds. Please let me know if you would like some pins. I need payment by cheque with your order please, with the cheque payable to ‘LCI MD105’. A bulk order is to be placed for the Multiple District, so please let me have any orders and cheque as soon as possible. Also there are small self-adhesive stickers available from MDHQ now at a cost of £15.00 for a roll of 1,000. Again these can be given when donations are made by the public.

The Measles Initiative is a partnership of leading public health organisations committed to the elimination of measles. Since 2001, the Measles Initiative has:
· Vaccinated one billion children

· Saved an estimated five million lives

· Decreased annual measles deaths from 750,000 to 164,000.

· Invested more than £5 million in mass vaccination campaigns and other support services.

Measles is a highly contagious virus spread by coughing and sneezing. Measles:

· Is a leading cause of vaccine preventable deaths worldwide.

· Kills 450 children every day and causes serious side effects like pneumonia and blindness.

· Can be prevented with a vaccination that costs less than 60 pence.

LCIF partnered with the Gates Foundation in 2010 to provide immunisations for more than 40 million children in Africa. 

The Lions Measles Initiative – ‘One Shot One Life’ – 
· Provides an opportunity for LCIF and Lions to boost their support for the Measles Initiative and help save 157 million children.
· Challenges Lions worldwide to raise approximately £6.25 million by the end of 2012.

· For every £2.00 raised by Lions, the Gates Foundation will match with £1.00.

· Both organisations combined will provide the Measles Initiative with a total of approximately £9 million. 

I do hope your Club is able to make a special donation to assist the Lions Measles Initiative. Any cheques should be made payable to LCI District 105D and endorsed on the back ‘LCIF Lions Measles Initiative’. All donations for the Lions Measles Initiative are eligible to count towards Melvin Jones Fellowships.
Kind regards.
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“Service with humility: Fellowship with fun”














